
 

8/5/18                                     TAKE HOME              Speaker: Isaac Parra 

 

(Further study on today’s message for individuals, families, or small groups) 

  
  

Series: You Asked For It: Pain & Suffering 
 

 

 

GETTING STARTED   
● Have you ever asked the question, why does God allow pain and suffering? 

What do you believe is at the root of that question (why do we ask it)? 

● As human beings, why do you think we struggle so much with pain and 

suffering? 

● Is there anything in this week’s message that caught your attention, challenged 

you or confused you? 

 
 

DIGGING DEEPER 
1. Pain is universal and everyone has to deal with it. Why do we often compare our 

pain to others’? 

2. How did we get from a perfect creation and fellowship with God to a cursed world 

with pain/suffering and a broken relationship with God? 

3. At times, God uses pain to get our attention. Why does he do this? Is it fair? 

What are your thoughts in response to this? 

4. Read James 1:2-4. What does James tell us is a purpose of going through trials? 

5. Has God ever used one of your painful experiences to help someone else going 

through something similar? If so, how did it make you feel? If not, why do you 

think it hasn’t happened yet? 

6. Isaac shared a few ways to deal with pain and suffering. Which of those has 

helped you in the past? Which of those might you want to put into practice more 

in the future? 

7. How can the reality of heaven keep us hopeful in the midst of pain/suffering? 

8. Read John 16:33. Why should Jesus’ words about overcoming the world give us 

courage and peace in the midst of our difficulties? 
 

 

 

 
 

TAKE AWAY 
1. What has God shared with you that you can put into practice this week? How will 

it change things for you? 

2. If you are currently struggling with something, spend time giving it to God and if 

possible, get others from your Christian community involved. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

August 5, 2018 
Each week at Gateway, we have the opportunity 

to give to a second cause for special projects. 

 

First Sundays - Deacons’ Fund (Benevolence) 

 

The special cause today is for those facing times 

of extraordinary financial need. Your additional gift 

(specified with your online gift or on the envelope 

or the memo line of your check) goes to help 

those of our Gateway family (and beyond) 

in their times of special need. 

 

Every Sunday 

Food items for our Food Pantry 

 

Video sermons are now available online. Visit our 

website at gatewaymerced.org and click on the 

“Sermons” tab. 
 



 
 
Series: You Asked For It! (Answers to Your Questions) 
Message: Pain & Suffering 

 
Today’s questions: 

- Why do bad things happen to good people? 
- What must I do to wait on God? 
- Why isn’t God helping my family and I during our desperate times of 

need? 
- Why is it that God isn’t hearing my prayers? Why has He continued 

on letting my step son suffer?  
 

Why does God allow pain and suffering and how do I deal with it? 
 
WHY? 
 
God gave us ________________ and we screwed up. (Genesis 1:31a) 

 

➢ Sin brought pain, suffering and death (Genesis 3:16-19) 
 

➢ Sin brought a spiritual death as well (Romans 6:23) 
 
Thankfully we have a Redeemer! 
 

1) God uses pain/suffering to _________ us to Him in humble 
dependence.  

But by means of their suffering, he rescues those who suffer. For he 
gets their attention through adversity. Job 36:15 NLT 
2 Corinthians 1:8-10 
 

2) God uses pain/suffering to change us, making us more _________. 
             James 1:2-4 

 
3) God _______________ us in our pain/suffering so that we can 

comfort others. 
2 Corinthians 1:3-4 

 
4) God uses pain/suffering to get us ___________ for heaven. 

2 Corinthians 4:16-5:2 
  

5) God uses pain/suffering to display His power and ___________. 
“...This came about so that God’s works might be displayed in him.” 
John 9:3b
When Jesus heard it, he said, “This sickness will not end in death but 
is for the glory of God, so that the Son of God may be glorified 
through it.” John 11:4 

 
 
HOW? 
 
How do we deal with pain and suffering? 
 

1) Go to God for His _________. 
Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God, so that 
he may exalt you at the proper time, casting all your cares on him, 
because he cares about you. 1 Peter 5:6-7 
Philippians 4:6-7 
 

2) _________ on Christian community. 
Carry one another’s burdens; in this way you will fulfill the law of 
Christ. Galatians 6:2 
1 Corinthians 12:24-26 

 
3) Trust that God will bring _________ no matter the result. 

“For my thoughts are not your thoughts, and your ways are not my 
ways.” This is the Lord’s declaration. “For as heaven is higher than 
earth, so my ways are higher than your ways, and my thoughts than 
your thoughts.” Isaiah 55:8-9 
We know that all things work together for the good of those who love 
God, who are called according to his purpose. Romans 8:28 

 
4) Remain _____________ because one day all pain and suffering will 

be gone. 
Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and 
the first earth had passed away, and the sea was no more… Then I 
heard a loud voice from the throne: Look, God’s dwelling is with 
humanity, and he will live with them. They will be his peoples, and 
God himself will be with them and will be their God. He will wipe 
away every tear from their eyes. Death will be no more; grief, crying, 
and pain will be no more, because the previous things have passed 
away. Revelation 21:1,3-4 

 
Thought for the Week: 
 

“I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace.  
In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the 
world.” - Jesus (John 16:33) 

 
 
 
Key: free will, draw, holy, comforts, ready, glory, help, Lean, good, hopeful  
 


