
 

7/29/18                              TAKE HOME               Speaker: Al Schaap 
 

        (Further study on today’s message for individuals, families, or small groups) 

 
  

Series: You Asked For It: Jesus/Forgiveness/Salvation/Baptism 

 
 

GETTING STARTED   
● What are some versions you’ve heard about whether or not God exists? 

● What was your family’s “religious” background? What, if anything, were you 

taught about God? 

● Is there anything in this week’s message that caught your attention, challenged 

you or confused you? 

 
 

DIGGING DEEPER 
1. What are some of the characteristics of God that are hardest for you to 

understand? Hardest for you to accept? 

2. The statement was made that it is actually a blessing from God that we can’t fully 

understand Him yet. Do you agree or disagree-and why? 

3. Read Job 42:1-6. (If you have the time, look at the fuller context of Job 38-42.) 

What does Job discover when he insists that God explain Himself to Job? 

4. What are some analogies that help you start to grasp a bit of an understanding of 

God as Triune yet one? What do you understand to be some of the reasons God 

wants us to know this about Him? What difference does that make to you? 

5. What are some illustrations you’ve seen or heard about how a person is saved? 

Read Acts 16:16-33. What does Paul say we need to do to be saved? How does 

baptism factor in? Who were baptized in this story? 

6. Read Romans 6:1-4. What are implications of baptism for the way you live as a 

baptized follower of Jesus? 

7. Also read Galatians 3:26-28. What are the implications of baptism for the way we 

should live with one another? Where does that get most difficult for you? In the 

light of the major changes Jesus brings when He cleanses us from our rebellion 

and brings us back into His family, how might living a baptized life reshape you? 
 

 

 

 
 

TAKE AWAY 
1. Have you been baptized? If not, would you be willing to attend the 8/12 Baptism 

Class? If so, what is one thing you can do this week to live into your baptism? 

2. How can people be praying for you this week? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

July 29, 2018 
Fifth Sundays – Special Offering - EduCare 

 

The special cause for this week's offering is our 

EduCare ministry, reaching over 80 children of 

our community and introducing many of them 

(and their families!) to Jesus! Please help us 

help them help kids to Jesus! 

 

Every Sunday 
Food items for our Food Pantry 

 

Communion Today 
The communion table today has been prepared for all 

who love Jesus and trust him alone for the forgiveness 

of their sin.  Everyone who is truly sorry for their sins, 

who sincerely believes in the Lord Jesus as their Savior, 

and who desires to live in obedience to him, is invited to 

come with gladness to the table of the Lord. 
 

Video sermons are available online. Visit our website 

gatewaymerced.org and click on the Sermon tab. 
 



 

 
Series: You Asked For It! (Answers to Your Questions) 
Message: Jesus, Forgiveness, Salvation 

 
 

Is Jesus God? If He is, why does He call God “Father” when He prays? 
 
✓ There is _______ ______ True God 

o Deuteronomy 4:39; Isaiah 44:6; Exodus 20:3; Deuteronomy 
6:4 

 
 
✓ Trinity: Three Persons in One God 

 
➢ God The ______________ – Who is revealed as The One Who created 

the earth & heaven and everything (us, too!) in them, Who holds the 
creation together and rules it…and Who is OUR God and Father 
because of Jesus Christ His Son. 

 
➢ God The ________ – Jesus The Christ (Anointed One), Who is The 

One through Whom The Father created this world and through Whom 
Father God re-creates us by dying to save us from our sins and coming 
back to lead us as Our Lord! 

 
➢ God The _________ _____________ – Who is given to all of God’s true 

children (all of us who receive Jesus’ forgiveness & become His 
followers) so that we can share in Jesus and all His blessings, to 
comfort us, and to keep us in close relationship with God forever! 

o John 14:15-18 
 
 
 
✓ It is a blessing from God that I _______ _________ __________________ 

Him yet --- He is ________  __________________ than my mind! 
 
✓ But God HAS shown us what we ________ to know…enough to ________ 

Him & ______ Him & _______ on Him & __________ Him & ____ for Him! 
 

 
➢ All three Persons present at the same time at the creation 

o John 1:1-3 
➢ All three Persons present at the same time at the baptism of Jesus 

o Matthew 3:16-17 
 
 

 
 
 
Note: God has always existed in ____________________– even within Himself – 
and He created us in His image/likeness as ________________ people who only 
live fully when ____ ________________________ with Him & each other! 
 
 
 
When Jesus was healing He would often say, “Your sins are forgiven.” Can 
you explain? 
 
✓ Jesus has the authority to forgive sins because He is God.  

o John 10:27-33; Luke 5:17-26 
 
 
What if you try to cleanse yourself but you fail every time? 
 
✓ We ___________ cleanse ourselves – permanently or at all. Only God can! 

 
 
 
What does God say about physical baptism? Is it necessary to be saved? 
 
✓ We can be saved without being baptized (e.g. the thief on the cross), but 

God does calls us to be baptized after we repent. He calls us to   a) publicly 
identify with Him and b) exchange promises with Him. 

o Acts 2:37-41a; Colossians 2:11-12; Romans 6:2b-4; Galatians 
3:27-28 

 
 
Does it say how many times you are able to be baptized? 
 
 
 
Communion: 

● Remembering Jesus 
● Remembering that He died and rose 
● Believing that He will come again 
● Promising to live for Him by His nourishment/Spirit until He comes 

 
 
 
Key: Only One; Father, Son, Holy Spirit; can’t fully understand; far greater; need, know, trust, rely, 
worship, live; relationship, relational, in relationship; cannot 


