
6/17/18                               TAKE HOME               Speaker: Isaac Parra 

(Further study on today’s message for individuals, families, or small groups) 
  

Title:      FRUIT -  Joy Thief               Passage:  Matthew 6:24-34 

 
GETTING STARTED   
● Have you ever had something stolen from you? How did it make you feel? 

● What are your thoughts on the differences between happiness and joy? 

● Is there anything in this week’s message that caught your attention, challenged 

you or confused you? 

 
DIGGING DEEPER 
1. Do you feel like Christians today pursue happiness or joy more often? What 

about yourself? Explain your answers. 

2. Take a moment to think about your life; Of the three things Pastor Isaac shared 

that rob our joy, which has been taking yours the most? (pick only one: 

comparison, worry or self-reliance) 

 

Using your answer from question 2, answer questions 3-5: 

3. Share with the group a situation where that ‘joy robber’ came up in your life. 

What happened and how did it affect your joy? 

4. Looking at the replacement for that ‘joy robber’, what might have been the better 

response so your joy didn’t get taken? 

5. Read the Bible verses for that replacement. What do you believe God wants you 

to do, so that when the situation presents itself again, you keep your joy?  

6. Read Romans 15:13. What does this verse tell us about our role and God’s role 

in having/keeping joy in our lives. 

7. As Christians, how might living out a joy-filled life impact those who don’t know 

Christ (in our neighborhoods, workplaces, schools, churches, online, etc.)? 

 

TAKE AWAY 
1. What practical things can you do to get more Jesus in your life so that you can 

experience and live out more of His joy? 

2. How can people be praying for you this week? 

 

 

Additional Resources   (www.RightNowMedia.com) 

● "The DNA of Joy"  (13 Sessions) - Greg Surratt 

● "Joy At Work” Seminar (4 Sessions) - Dennis Blake 

● “Pirates:  Reclaiming My Stolen Joy” - Kerry Shook 
 

(Check out RightNowMedia.com for more resources.  See bulletin for info on how to sign up) 

 

 

 

June 17, 2018 
Each week at Gateway, we have the opportunity 

to give to a second cause for special projects. 
 

  Third Sundays - Missions/Global 

Support any of our global and national ministries 
through your giving (mark it on the envelope) and 
through your skills and gifts by volunteering! See 
insert in bulletin for a list of ministries we support. 

Every Sunday 
Food items for our Food Pantry 

 
Communion Next Sunday 

 

 As you consider your participation in communion next 
week know that this table has been prepared for all who 

love Jesus and trust Him alone for the forgiveness of their 
sin.  Everyone who is truly sorry for their sins, who 

sincerely believes in the Lord Jesus as their Savior, and 
who desires to live in obedience to Him, is invited to come 

with gladness and faith to the table of the Lord. 
 

Video sermons are now available online. Visit our 
website at gatewaymerced.org and click on the 

“Sermons” tab. 
 

 



6/17/18       Speaker: Isaac Parra 
 

FRUIT: Joy Thief 

Matthew 6:24-34 (CSB) 

 

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, JOY, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 

faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. Against such things there is no law. 

Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the sinful nature with its 

passions and desires. Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the 

Spirit. Galatians 5:22-25 

 

Psalm 47:1, Nehemiah 8:10, Romans 14:17 

 

Difference between happiness and joy: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Things that rob our joy: 

 

1) 

 

 

 

 

2) 

 

 

 

 

3) 

 

 

 

 

Which one of these is currently robbing your joy the most? 

 

 

 

 

Replace with: 

 

1) 

 

 

 

 

I know both how to make do with little, and I know how to make do with a lot. 

In any and all circumstances I have learned the secret of being content – 

whether well fed or hungry, whether in abundance or need. I am able to do all 

things through him who strengthens me. Philippians 4:12-13 

 

2)  

 

 

 

 

Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not rely on your own 

understanding. Proverbs 3:5 
 

Commit your way to the Lord; trust in him, and he will act. Psalm 37:5 

 

3) 

 

 

 

 

John 15:4-5 “...You can do nothing without me.” - Jesus 

 

Last Thought: 

 

More __________ more joy. 

 

 

 

 

 

Key:  Comparison, Worry, Self-reliance, Contentment, Trust, Dependency on God, Jesus 
 


