
3/3/19                                TAKE HOME               Speaker: Pastor Mark 

(Further study on today’s message for individuals, families, or small groups) 
  

ORDINARY HEROES! 
 

GETTING STARTED   
● What do you think would be the most difficult about being paralyzed? 

● Share a story where you faced a problem or situation that seemed unsolvable. 

What did you do?  How might it be different facing a problem alone verses with 

others who can face it with you? 

● Is there anything in this week’s message that caught your attention, challenged 

you or confused you? 
 

DIGGING DEEPER 
1. Retell the story from Mark 2:1-12 from the perspective of the paralytic and of the 

friends.  What do you think each of them were feeling at the time? 

2. What motivated Jesus to respond to the paralytic’s plight (vs. 5)?  What does that 

say about how important the help of others is? 

3. What is the connection between a person’s faith and God’s working in his or her 

life?  How important is the faith of others?  Why? 

4. Discuss the difference between a person who deals with a problem on their own 

vs. someone who has others around to support and encourage them.  What does 

the help of others offer that you cannot gain on your own? 

5. Pastor Mark discussed some of the qualities of “Ordinary Heroes” that are 

around us everyday.  Who are some of the ordinary heroes that were part of your 

life?  What did they do that made a difference for you? 

6. Imagine yourself as one of the friends in this story.  What are some of the “costs” 

of being their for their friend?  What are some of the rewards? 

7. The paralytic’s friends provided a model of caring.  What are some practical 

ways we can follow their example? 
 

TAKE AWAY 
 

1. What specific steps can you take this week to show faith in Christ?  What broken 

area of your life will you ask God to heal? 

2. Following the example of the paralytic’s friends, how could you go out of your 

way to help another believer who is experiencing pain or suffering right now? 

3. Name 4 friends you could call who would help you if you needed it.  What have 

you contributed to the friendship and what have they contributed?  

4. How can people be praying for you this week? 
 

Additional Resources   (www.RightNowMedia.com) 

● “The Gospel of Mark” (Session 3) – Francis Chan 

● “Out of the Ordinary” (Training Video)   – Tim Chaddick 
 

(Check out RightNowMedia.com for more resources.  See bulletin for info on how to sign up) 

 

 
 

 

 
 

March 3, 2019 

Each week at Gateway, we have the opportunity 

to give to a second cause for special projects. 

 

First Sundays - Deacons’ Fund (Benevolence) 

 

The special cause today is for those facing times 

of extraordinary financial need. Your additional gift 

(specified with your online gift or on the envelope 

or the memo line of your check) goes to help those 

of our Gateway family (and beyond) in their times 

of special need. 

 

Every Sunday 

Food items for our Food Pantry 

 

Video sermons available online. Go to 
gatewaymerced.org/messages 
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Mark 2:1-12 
 

Sermon Notes 
 
          1

A few days later, when Jesus again entered Capernaum, the people heard that 

he had come home. 2They gathered in such large numbers that there was no room 

left, not even outside the door, and he preached the word to them. 3Some men came, 

bringing to him a paralyzed man, carried by four of them. 4Since they could not get 

him to Jesus because of the crowd, they made an opening in the roof above Jesus by 

digging through it and then lowered the mat the man was lying on.5When Jesus saw 

their faith, he said to the paralyzed man, “Son, your sins are forgiven.”  

      6Now some teachers of the law were sitting there, thinking to themselves, 7“Why 

does this fellow talk like that? He’s blaspheming! Who can forgive sins but God 

alone?” 8Immediately Jesus knew in his spirit that this was what they were thinking in 

their hearts, and he said to them, “Why are you thinking these things? 9Which is 

easier: to say to this paralyzed man, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Get up, take 

your mat and walk’? 10
But I want you to know that the Son of Man has authority on 

earth to forgive sins.” So he said to the man, 11
“I tell you, get up, take your mat and go 

home.” 12
He got up, took his mat and walked out in full view of them all. This amazed 

everyone and they praised God, saying, “We have never seen anything like this!” 

Mark 2:1-12 

 
 
 
QUALITIES OF AN ORDINARY HERO… 
 
 
… keep their  _________ on the  _________! 
 
 
 
… put ________________ before ____________________! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
… contagious ___________! 
 
 
 
 
 
… ____________ is not an option! 
 
 
 
 
 
Who are the Ordinary Heroes in your life? 

 
1.  Name 4 friends that you feel are your Ordinary Heroes: 

 

 
 
 
Who are you an Ordinary Hero to? 
 

1.  Who can you think of that you can be a hero to this week?  What 

could happen if you applied these qualities to that relationship?  Do it. 

 
 
 
KEY:  eye, prize, relationships, reputation, faith, Failure 


