
12/16/18                               TAKE HOME               Speaker: Pastor Al 

(Further study on today’s message for individuals, families, or small groups) 
 

Title:  New Old Things: God’s Love!   Passage:  1 John 4:7-21 
 
 

GETTING STARTED   
● What do you think is a more powerful motivator – love, fear or hate?  Why? 

● When have you been motivated by love? 

● Is there anything in this week’s message that caught your attention, challenged 

you or confused you? 
 

DIGGING DEEPER 
1. According to John, what is the relationship between love and “knowing” God? 

2. What is the difference between having knowledge about something vs. having 

experience about something?  Which do you think John meant here when he 

talks about “knowing God”? 

3. Why is love so important according to John (vs. 16-17)?  Can a person be a 

Christian but opt out of loving others? Explain. 

4. Why is it easier to love God than other Christians?  When you have difficulty 

loving other believers, what is it that makes it difficult? 

5. Since God IS love, what does that say to a Christian who says they can’t love 

someone or they have “fallen out of love” with someone?  How encouraging is 

this to you when you are struggling to love someone? 

6. If you were talking to someone who was struggling with showing love, what 

advice would you give them in how they can overcome hurt and respond in love? 

Where should their focus be? 

7. Read verse 18.  How does love drive out fear?  What advice would you give 

someone who felt fearful and/or struggled with fear? 
 

 

 

TAKE AWAY 
1. Who is someone that you have a difficult time getting along with that you need to 

ask God to help you love this week?  Look for an opportunity to show love. 

2. What fear will you ask God to help you overcome?  Where can you see love 

helping you overcome that fear?  Ask God to show you how to overcome fear 

with love. 

3. What can you do this week to demonstrate your love for another believer. 

4. How can people be praying for you this week? 
 

Additional Resources   (www.RightNowMedia.com) 

● “Assured”  (5 Sessions) – J.D. Greear 

● “The Books 1st
, 2nd

 & 3rd John” (Sessions 4)  – Dr. Tony Evans 

● “1 John: Call to Authentic Faith” –  Elizabeth Woodsen  
 

(Check out RightNowMedia.com for more resources.  See bulletin for info on how to sign up) 

 

 
 

 

 
 

December 16, 2018 

Each week at Gateway, we have the opportunity 

to give to a second cause for special projects. 
  

The Giving Tree 

There’s a Christmas tree out in the lobby with some 
tables beside it. This is our Giving Tree – our way of 

supporting global missions during this holiday 
season. Each ministry you see has items you can 
purchase to support the people who made them. 
Take a look at the ministry items and pray about 
what God might do through your generosity. As 

purchases are made, there are ornaments to hang 
on the tree so you can watch the generosity grow! 

 

Every Sunday 

Food items for our Food Pantry 

 

Video sermons available online. Go to 
gatewaymerced.org/messages 

 
 
 



Series: “New Old Things” 
1 John 4:7-21 (p. 1209)  
Message: "God Is Love – So Let’s Love One Another!” 
 
 
1 John 4:7-21: 
 
 
 

✓ Love comes ____________ ___________ (7-8) 
 

Option A: you _______…shows that you are born of God & 
know Him 

➔ You are walking in and living by God’s ways 
  
Option B: you _______ _______ = you _________ _________ 

_______! 
➔ Because God ___ ________! (8b) 

 
 
  
 
 

✓ God expressed His love most sacrificially by ____________ 
________ 

o He acted sacrificially…giving us His Best, sending 
His One & Only Son for the purpose of giving us life! 
(9) Cf. John 3:16 

 
o He took the initiative…God loved ____________ (10) 

 
o So our love is responsive love sparked by His, 

defined by His, and drawn by His – our example and 
our mandate! (11) 

 
 

 
✓ When we keep growing in learning to love others with His 

love, God ______________ ___________________ to this 
world! (12)  

Cf. Colossians 1:15, 19 
   In fact, it’s in ______ _______ that ______ finds its completion! (12) 

Cf. 1 John 2:5; 4:12; 4:17; 4:18 
 
 

✓ As we love, God’s Spirit helps us _______ we belong to 
God (13-15)  

 
o Because He helps us ________ in Christmas/The 

Incarnation/ Jesus’ 1st Coming, God’s Greatest 
Gift of Love (13-16a) 

 
 

o And He prepares us for Jesus’ 2nd Coming by 
replacing _____ w/ ____________ as we grow to 
be ______ _________ (16b-18) 

 
 

➢ As He completes His love…making us 
more & more like Jesus now…He 
completes our confidence for later 

 
➢ The more we have of Him & His love in us, 

the less room there is for fear 
 
 
 
 

✓ So let’s let His love _____ us…awaken love _____ us! 
(19-21) 

 
 
 
 

Love God, Love Each Other, Love His world. 
 

Otherwise we’re living a lie…otherwise we are liars! 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Key: from God; love, don’t love, don’t know God; is love; sending Jesus; 
first; shows Himself; our love, His; know; believe; fear, confidence, like 
Jesus; for, in; liars  

 
 


