
1/20/19                                TAKE HOME               Speaker: Pastor Al 

(Further study on today’s message for individuals, families, or small groups) 
  

FOLLOWING JESUS:  Burn the Ships… Break the Jar! 
 

 

 

GETTING STARTED   
● If you had a year’s wages to be extravagant with, what would you do?  Spend it 

on others?  A few?  Yourself? 

● When have you done something that society would consider “risky”?  Did you 

have a backup plan?  What makes “no plan B” scary?  Exciting? 

● Is there anything in this week’s message that caught your attention, challenged 

you or confused you? 
 

DIGGING DEEPER 
1. What are some positive and negative reactions to people who seem to take big 

risks without a “backup plan”?  Are they seen as brave or foolish?  What does 

society look for to see someone as brave/courageous?  What do you look for? 

2. Read 1 Kings 19:19-21.  Why does it say that Elisha killed his oxen and burned 

his plow?  If this story was about you, how would you react? 

3. Discuss some modern-day examples of how people “burn the plow” in their life to 

follow Jesus so there is no going back? What are examples of things we hold on 

to that undermine our commitment to follow Jesus? 

4. Read Mark 14:1-9.  Given that this jar of perfume was probably this woman’s life 

savings, what does that say about her love for Jesus?  What is Jesus’ response 

to that level of love and commitment?  What would have been your response? 

5. Given today’s financial demands, is it possible for us to dedicate a year’s wages 

to Jesus?  What are some ways in which we CAN dedicate everything we have 

to Jesus?  What are the common reasons we justify not giving it to Him? 
 

 

 

TAKE AWAY 
 

1. What is your greatest “obstacle” in being more generous of your time, talents and 

treasures for Jesus?  What can you do to take a step towards generosity? 

2. What “beautiful thing” would you like to do for Jesus that others might see as 

wasteful?  Ask God to give you courage and clarity in making a decision. 

3. How can people be praying for you this week? 
 

Additional Resources   (RightNowMedia.com-See bulletin for info on how to sign up) 

● “Follow” (8 Sessions) – Andy Stanley 

● “All In” (3 Sessions)   – James Merritt 

● “Let’s All Be Brave”  (6 Sessions)  – Annie F. Downs  
 

Video sermons available online at gatewaymerced.org/messages 

 



Series: “Following Jesus” 
Message: “Burn the Ships…Break the Jar!”  
Main Scriptures: 1 Kings 19:19-21; Mark 14:1-9 
 
 
Sermon Notes: 
 
 
 

Make a defining decision  
that eliminates sailing back to  

your old world you are leaving behind. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
An “All-In” man in the Old Testament: 
 
19 So Elijah went from there and found Elisha son of Shaphat. He was 
plowing with twelve yoke of oxen, and he himself was driving the 
twelfth pair. Elijah went up to him and threw his cloak around 
him. 20 Elisha then left his oxen and ran after Elijah. “Let me kiss my 
father and mother goodbye,” he said, “and then I will come with you.” 
“Go back,” Elijah replied. “What have I done to you?” 
21 So Elisha left him and went back. He took his yoke of oxen and 
slaughtered them. He burned the plowing equipment to cook the meat 
and gave it to the people, and they ate. Then he set out to follow Elijah 
and became his servant. (1 Kings 19:19-21) 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
An “All-In” Woman in the New Testament: 
 
Now the Passover and the Festival of Unleavened Bread were only two 
days away, and the chief priests and the teachers of the law were 
scheming to arrest Jesus secretly and kill Him. 2 “But not during the 
festival,” they said, “or the people may riot.” 

3 While He was in Bethany, reclining at the table in the home of Simon 
the Leper, a woman came with an alabaster jar of very expensive 
perfume, made of pure nard. She broke the jar and poured the perfume 
on His head. 
4 Some of those present were saying indignantly to one another, “Why 
this waste of perfume? 5 It could have been sold for more than a year’s 
wages and the money given to the poor.” And they rebuked her 
harshly. 
6 “Leave her alone,” said Jesus. “Why are you bothering her? She has 
done a beautiful thing to Me. 7 The poor you will always have with you, 
and you can help them any time you want. But you will not always have 
Me. 8 She did what she could. She poured perfume on My body 
beforehand to prepare for My burial. 9 Truly I tell you, wherever the 
gospel is preached throughout the world, what she has done will also 
be told, in memory of her.” (Mark 14:1-9) 
 
  
 
 
You: 
 
For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.  
(Matthew 6:21; Luke 12:34) 
 
  
Have I decided I am “All In” and will never go back to my old way(s) of 
life? 
What “Defining Decision(s)” have I made? 
Have I made that public? Is there a way I should do so? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Especially helpful for today’s message: “All In” by Mark Batterson  

 


