
10/7/18                               TAKE HOME         Speaker: Mark Humphreys 

(Further study on today’s message for individuals, families, or small groups) 
 

 

Title:  Prayer:  Can We Change God’s Mind?    Passage:  Luke 11:5-13 
 
 

GETTING STARTED   
● What’s a child like when they want a toy?  What’s “cute” about it?  What isn’t? 

● What opinions have you heard about God’s response to our prayers? 

● Is there anything in this week’s message that caught your attention, challenged 

you or confused you? 

 
DIGGING DEEPER 
1. Why do people stop praying? 

2. What kind of things do we individually and collectively ask for?  Is that right or 

wrong?  Explain. 

3. In what instance is persistence beneficial?  Harmful?  When has your 

persistence helped or hurt you? 

4. Read Luke 11:5-13 and Luke 18:1-8.  What was Jesus’ purpose in telling these 

parables? How do you explain James 4:2-3 in relation to these passages? 

5. How can we ask, seek or knock when we approach God in prayer?  How are 

each of these the same?  How are they different? 

6. What do you say to the person who says they stopped praying because their 

prayers aren’t being answered? 

7. How can we be sure we are praying for things that are within the Will of God? 

Do we need to figure that out before we pray?  Why or why not? 

8. In your mind, why do you pray?  What does prayer do? 

9. If you can, share a story when God answered your prayers.  How did that make 

you feel?  How did your faith and ability to trust God grow?  Or did it? 

 
TAKE AWAY 
1. How is it going with the Gateway Prayer Guide that was handed out last week. 

(Pick one up if you don’t have one).  What has God been teaching you? 

2. How do your prayer habits need to change? What is one thing you can do this 

week to become a person that prays more? 

3. How can people be praying for you this week? 

 

Additional Resources   (www.RightNowMedia.com) 

● “Prayer”  (4 Sessions) – Matt Chandler 

● “Prayer”  (4 Sessions) –  Francis Chan 

● “Praying With Jesus”  (6 Sessions) – James Banks 

● “When God…”  (3 Sessions) - Andy Stanley 
 

(Check out RightNowMedia.com for more resources.  See bulletin for info on how to sign up) 

 

 
 

 

 

 

October 7, 2018 

Each week at Gateway, we have the opportunity 

to give to a second cause for special projects. 

 

First Sundays - Deacons’ Fund (Benevolence) 

 

The special cause today is for those facing times 

of extraordinary financial need. Your additional gift 

(specified with your online gift or on the envelope 

or the memo line of your check) goes to help those 

of our Gateway family (and beyond) in their times 

of special need. 

 

Every Sunday 

Food items for our Food Pantry 

 

Video sermons available online. Go to 

gatewaymerced.org/sermons. 

 



 

Series: Prayer 
Message: Can We Change God’s Mind? 

Passage:  Luke 11:5-13 

 
 
Scripture on God’s unchangeable character and Will 
(Psalm 33:10-11; Proverbs 16:9; Malachi 3:6; Ephesians 1:11; Hebrews 13:8) 

 

 

Two thoughts about prayer… 
 

● God is the one who ___________________ prayer. 

 

● God would never ask us to do something that was _______________. 

 

 

 

 

Three Observations about praying to an Unchanging God: 

 

I. Jesus back His words with His _______________.  (vs. 9) 

(Matthew 28:18) 

 

 

 

 

 

II.      Jesus invites us to be ________ in our prayers.  (vs. 5-8) 

(Luke 18:1-8) 

 

● Our prayers go deeper as we pray… 

 

○ We Ask 

 

○ We Seek 

 

○ We Knock 

 

 

 

 

 

III.   Jesus testifies that our prayers are ___________. (v. 9-13) 

(Romans 8:26-27; Jeremiah 29:11-12) 

 

 

 

Four ways in which God answers prayer… 

 

● ______   (Your request is wrong) 

(Matthew 20:20-23) 

 

 

 

● ______  (Your timing is wrong) 

(John 11) 

 

 

 

● ______  (Your Spiritual Condition is Wrong) 

(James 1:2-4; 4:2-3) 

 

 

 

● ______  (Your request, timing, spiritual condition are right) 

(Acts 12) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JESUS INVITES US TO PRAY TO OUR FATHER  

WHO HAS GIFTS HE WANTS TO GIVE US! 

 

 

 

 

 

Key: instituted, meaningless, authority, bold, heard, no, slow, grow, go 


