
10/28/18                               TAKE HOME                          Speaker: Al 

(Further study on today’s message for individuals, families, or small groups) 
 

 

Title:  New Old Things!   Passage:  1 John 1:5 – 2:2 
 
 

GETTING STARTED   
● Why might it be hard for someone to admit  he/she was wrong about something? 

● Share an experience where you/someone else were being (or not being) honest 

and it helped or hurt the situation.  What happened?  How did you feel? 

● Is there anything in this week’s message that caught your attention, challenged 

you or confused you? 
 

DIGGING DEEPER 
1. What does it mean when John says there is no darkness in God?  

2. Why is it impossible to both walk in darkness and claim fellowship with God? 

3. How can we know if there’s darkness in us? How can we eliminate it? 

4. What effect does sin have, both in our fellowship with God and with others? 

Share some specific ways sin breaks fellowship. Explain how sin affects both our 

physical and spiritual wellbeing. 

5. What is the result of confessing sin? In light of this passage, what do you say to 

the person who says he’s been forgiven and doesn’t need to confess anymore? 

6. What are some of the traits & characteristics you see in people working overtime 

to prove to themselves/other/God that they are “good people”, not sinful? 

7. Since Jesus is the final and complete sacrifice for our sins, what might He say to 

those who feel the need to “measure up” or do something to “pay for” their sin? 

8. If you’ve been honest about your sin, how have you experienced freedom and 

peace? How have your relationships with others become more authentic? 

9. In light of this passage, how would you approach the current political climate in a 

way that would “walk in the light, as He is in the light” (v. 7)? 
 

 

 

TAKE AWAY 
1. What steps will you take this week to walk in the light?  How might you include 

confession of sins into your daily routine to help you “walk in the light”? 

2. How do you need to change the way you relate to fellow believers in order to 

develop a deeper relationship with God? 

3. How can people be praying for you this week? 
 

Additional Resources   (www.RightNowMedia.com) 

● “Covenant Community” (14 Sessions)  – David Platt 

● “Life Apps”  (Session 3 – Confession App) – Andy Stanley 

● “Sin Makes Me”  (5 sessions) –  XXXChurch  
 

(Check out RightNowMedia.com for more resources.  See bulletin for info on how to sign up) 

 

 
 

 

 

October 28, 2018 
 

Each week at Gateway, we have the opportunity 
to give to a second cause for special projects. 

 

Fourth Sundays – Building Fund 
The special cause today is for maintenance, upgrades 
and repairs to Gateway’s buildings & grounds. Your 

additional gift (specified with your online gift or on the 
envelope or the memo line of your check) helps us 
facilitate good ministries for our Gateway family and 

serve as excellent hosts for our community. 
 

Every Sunday 
Food items for our Food Pantry

 
Communion Today 

The communion table today has been prepared for all 
who love Jesus and trust him alone for the forgiveness 
of their sin.  Everyone who is truly sorry for their sins, 

who sincerely believes in the Lord Jesus as their Savior, 
and who desires to live in obedience to him, is invited to 

come with gladness to the table of the Lord. 
 

 

Video sermons available online. Go to 
gatewaymerced.org/messages 

 



 
Series: 1 John - “New Old Things” 
Today: 1 John 1:5-2:2 
Message: Light & Darkness/Sin & Forgiveness 
 
Dear friends, I am not writing you a new command but an old one, which you 
have had since the beginning…Yet I am writing you a new command….  
(1 John 2:7-8) 
 
1 John 1:5-2:2- 
The Message- 
✔✔ Wonder what God really wants you to know? Here’s the Core 
Content: 
God is light; in Him there is no darkness at all. (5) 
⟹⟹ What _______________ God is light/holiness/purity...___________! 
 
⟹⟹ So what characterizes US? What are we taking in? Setting into? 
 
✔✔ Implications/Applications:  Three pairs of “If” scenarios- 
 
6 If we claim to have fellowship with Him and yet walk in the darkness, we lie 
and do not live out the truth. 
 
7 But if we walk in the light, as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one 
another, and the blood of Jesus, His Son, purifies us from all sin. 
 
8 If we cleain to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in 
us. 
 
9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and 
purify us from all unrighteousness. 
 
10 If we claim we have not sinned, we make Him out to be a liar and His word 
is not in us. 
 
2:1 My dear children, I write this to you so that you will not sin. But if anybody 
does sin, we have an advocate with the Father-Jesus Christ, the Righteous 
One. 2 He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but also 
for the sins of the whole world. 
 
First pair of “If” clauses: How do we walk/live? (6-7) 
➢➢ “walk”: What _______________ my life, my ________ 

_____________? 
 

o We can claim to be in fellowship/partnership/friendship 
w/ God, 

o  but those claims are ______ if our ______________ 
don’t match. 

 
o But if we _______ _____ _____ ________________ like 

Him… 
▪▪ We have fellowship/partnership with Him and 

each other… 
▪▪ And the blood of Jesus, His Son, purifies us 

from all sin! 
 
 
Next pair of “If” clauses: what do we say about our sin? (8-9) 

o Lying to ourselves…self-deception sets us up for disaster… 
…and we are empty of truth! 
 

 
o But there’s a better way: _________________________ 

a) Condition: IF we “confess” (homo-alike, logeo-say): to 
agree/say  

b) alike with God about our sins. 
c) Assurance: Then He will respond as the faithful & just God 

He is… 
d) Fulfillment: He covers the penalties for us- making us 
e)  ____________________ __________…making us 

______________!!! 
 
 
Third “If” clause: What are we saying about _________? (10) 
 
 
Fourth “If” statement: Pastoral advice from this older saint to all of us  
I write this to you so that you will not sin. But if anybody does sin… 
 

If we sin, we have an ________________ 
“Paraclete”/One called alongside to help 

 
 
 

…not for our sins only, but for the whole world. 
 
 
 
 
 
Key: characterizes, untainted; characterizes, normal lifestyle; lies, 
lifestyles; 
 walk in the light; confession; completely holy, saints; God; Advocate 
 


