
10/21/18                               TAKE HOME               Speaker: Pastor Al 

(Further study on today’s message for individuals, families, or small groups) 
 

 

Title:  Family   Passage:  1 John 1:1-4 
 
 

GETTING STARTED   
● If you were to describe your family to others, what characteristics would you use? 

● What do you associate with the word fellowship? 

● Is there anything in this week’s message that caught your attention, challenged 

you or confused you? 
 

DIGGING DEEPER 
1. What do you see as some of the greatest problems the church is facing today? 

Are they internal or external?  Which ones are a greater threat to the long term 

survival of the church? 

2. John starts his letter by stating things he has “seen with his own eyes”.  Think 

about the role of an eyewitness in a jury trial.  If you were a juror, what kinds of 

things would persuade you that the witness is telling the truth? 

3. John uses the word “fellowship” to describe what it means to be part of the 

church family.  What do you think he means?  

4. Why was John so concerned about the “fellowship” of the church compared to 

doctrine or obedience?   Why do you think John opened his letter the way he 

did?  What do you suspect was going on that was affecting fellowship and joy 

and motivated him to write this letter?  

5. How important is your “fellowship” with other believers?  What are some things 

that make fellowship/family stronger?  Weaker? 

6. How is our fellowship with God related to our fellowship with others?  How do we 

see something similar in our families? 

7. What blocks our fellowship with God and with others?  In what ways can we 

enhance our fellowship? 

8. In verse 4 John said he is writing to “make our joy complete”.  What does 

fellowship/family have to do with joy?  How does being part of the church family 

fill you with joy? 
 

 

 

TAKE AWAY 
1. How much do you see your church as your family?  What will you do this week to 

deepen your fellowship with other believers and strengthen the “family”? 

2. How can people be praying for you this week? 
 

Additional Resources   (www.RightNowMedia.com) 

● “Covenant Community” (14 Sessions)  – David Platt 

● “God’s Family” –  Chuck Swindoll  
 

(Check out RightNowMedia.com for more resources.  See bulletin for info on how to sign up) 

 
 

 

 

 

October 21, 2018 
 

Each week at Gateway, we have the opportunity 
to give to a second cause for special projects. 

 

 Third Sundays - Missions/Global 
Iglesia Maranatha 

 

The special cause today is for missions beyond 
Gateway. We support a number of local ministries and 

some missionaries across the world. Your additional gift 
(specified with your online gift or on the envelope or the 
memo line of your check) contributes to making Jesus 

known throughout the world! 
 

 

Communion Next Sunday 
 

 As you consider your participation in communion next 
week know that this table has been prepared for all who 

love Jesus and trust Him alone for the forgiveness of 
their sin.  Everyone who is truly sorry for their sins, who 
sincerely believes in the Lord Jesus as their Savior, and 

who desires to live in obedience to Him, is invited to 
come with gladness and faith to the table of the Lord. 

 
 

Video sermons available online. Go to 
gatewaymerced.org/messages 

 



Series: 1 John  
Message: “THE Family” (1 John 1:1-4) 
 
 
 
That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which 
we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked upon, and 
our hands have touched—this we proclaim concerning the Word 
of life. The life appeared; we have seen it and testify to it, and we 
proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and 
has appeared to us. We proclaim to you what we have seen and 
heard, so that you also may have fellowship with us. And our 
fellowship is with the Father and with His Son Jesus Christ. We 
write this to make our joy complete. (1 John 1:1-4) 
 
 
 
 
John writes to:  
 
✓✓ Proclaim ______________ ________ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
✓✓ Promote _________________ (partnership, shared 

life/love/belonging) 
 

o With those who’d first seen Jesus! With the whole 
true church! 

 
o And even with Father God and Jesus Christ! 

 
 
 
 
✓✓ Promote _____________ 

Cf. John 15:11 
 
 
 

 
The way to have this fellowship and joy is through One Person – 
________! 
 

● Jesus is (always has been) __________! He was from the 
beginning… in Him, eternity entered time…and He 
became __________, Personally entering  our world to 
connect us back to Him…and give us His ____! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
God has revealed Himself uniquely in the historical person of 
Jesus. 
➢➢ This is an invitation to eternal life available through Him! 
➢➢ This is an invitation to fellowship with all God’s people! 
➢➢ This is an invitation to fellowship with God Himself!  
➢➢ This is an invitation to joy! 
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